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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XV.

Absence of
the idea of
change or
progress.

cities perpetuate Rome through her most lasting boon
to the conquered, municipal self-government; those of
later origin emulating in their adherence to antique style
others who, like Nismes and Cologne, Zurich and Augs-
burg, could trace back their institutions to the colonies and
municipia of the first centuries. On the walls and gates
of hoary Niirnbergf the traveller still sees emblazoned the
imperial eagle, with the words ' Senatus populusque
Norimbergensis/ and is borne in thought from the quiet
provincial town of to-day to the stirring republic of the
middle ages: thence to the Forum and the Capitol of her
greater prototype. For, in truth, through all that period
which we call the Dark and Middle Ages, men's minds
were possessed by the belief that all things continued as
they were from the beginning, that no chasm never to be
recrossed lay between them and that ancient world to
which they had not ceased to look back. We who are
centuries removed can see that there had passed a great
and wonderful change upon thought, and art, and litera-
ture, and politics, and society itself: a change whose best
illustration is to be found in the process whereby there
arose out of the primitive basilica the Romanesque
cathedral, and from it in turn the endless varieties of
Gothic. But so gradual was the change that each generation
felt it passing over them no more than a man feels that
perpetual transformation by which his body is renewed
from year to year; while the few who had learning
enough to study antiquity through its contemporary
records, were prevented by the utter want of criticism
and of that which we call historical feeling, from seeing
r Niirnberg herself was not of   cities  to  rural   communities like
Roman foundation. But this makes    some of the Swiss cantons.    Thus
the imitation all the more curious,    we find * Senatus populusque Uro-
The fashion even passed from the   neusis.'